Open-heart surgery in an infant with heterozygous factor VII deficiency.
A four-month-old male with Taussig-Bing anomaly and multiple ventricular septal defects underwent an open-heart palliative procedure. He suffered from massive postoperative gastrointestinal bleeding. Heterozygous Arg402Stop-related factor VII deficiency was detected by genomic examinations. When he was 14 months old, a subsequent open-heart surgery with replacement therapy of recombinant factor VIIa was performed without any bleeding or thromboembolic complications. Although heterozygous factor VII deficiency is generally recognized as clinically asymptomatic, this latent bleeding disorder can appear perioperatively or postoperatively in patients who undergo cardiopulmonary bypass procedures. Consequently, the prophylactic replacement therapy with recombinant factor VII is recommended during cardiac operations.